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A Comparative Philosophical Study of Artificial and Human

Intelligence: Perspectives from Islamic and Western Philosophy

Abstract

This article provides a comparative philosophical analysis of artificial
intelligence (AI) and human intelligence. By examining the structures
and functionalities of both types of intelligence, fundamental differences
in consciousness, will, ethics, and human perception are analyzed. Al
relies on data and algorithms to perform complex operations, data
analysis, and limited decision-making but lacks intrinsic human features
such as self-awareness, free will, and emotions. In contrast, human
intelligence is based on immediate perception and active intellect,
encompassing ethical and volitional dimensions absent in Al. The article
also explores perspectives from Western and Islamic philosophy
regarding the nature of intelligence and the roles of reason, will, and
ethics in humans. Findings indicate that although Al may mimic some
human functions, it cannot replace human intelligence with its full
philosophical and existential dimensions. Therefore, the advancement of
Al technologies must be pursued with careful consideration of these
differences and limitations. This study emphasizes the importance of a
deeper understanding of the nature and philosophical aspects of
intelligence to facilitate responsible and ethical progress in the field of
artificial intelligence.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Human Intelligence, Active Intellect,

Free Will, Consciousness, Ethics Thesis.
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Allamah Tabataba'i and the Equation of Acquired Knowledge (Ilm
Husull) as Knowledge of Quiddity (Mahiyya) and Presential
Knowledge (Ilm Hudirl) as Knowledge of Existence (Wujuid)

Seyed Ahmad Hosseini Sangchal’

Acquired Knowledge (Ilm Husull). Presential Knowledge (Ilm
Hudiirl). Knowledge of Quiddity (or Essence). Knowledge of
Existence. Allamah Tabataba'i

Among contemporary Islamic philosophers, Allamah Tabatabai's
distinctive contribution lies in his sophisticated analysis of knowledge
(ilm). His perspective has been pregnant with multiple interpretations
(exegeses), some of which have, at times, reduced his intellectual
framework to that of his earlier predecessors, consequently incurring
numerous scholarly objections against his theory.

The author intends, in this paper, to investigate Allamah’s defining
features in the analysis of knowledge across three specific domains:

.\ The conceptual (taSawwurl) and assertoric (tasdiql) self-evidence
(badahat) of knowledge.

.Y The demarcation of acquired knowledge and presential knowledge
based on the distinction between knowledge of quiddity and knowledge
of existence.

.¥ The rational confinement (haSr-e “agll) of knowledge to these two

types based on the aforementioned definition.

1- Assistant Professor in the Department of faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies
University of Tehran, Email: s.a.hosseini69@ut.ac.ir



The author’s ultimate endeavor is to present a sympathetic and textually -
grounded reading (exegesis) of Allamah Tabatabai. I aim to
demonstrate that many of the criticisms leveled against his theory stem
from an erroneous comprehension of his perspective, and that substantial

textual evidence is available to refute these misreadings.
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From Kant to Abedi Shahroudi: The Crisis of Objective (Nafs al-

Amri) Knowledge and the Possibility of Presential Knowledge
Majid Zamani Alavije!
Fateme Nazari2

ABSTRACT

This study explores Abadi Shahrudi’s conception of presential knowledge (‘ilm hudaii) and
its epistemological and metaphysical dimensions within Islamic philosophy. Presential
knowledge refers to the immediate, non-representational awareness the self possesses of its
own being, distinct from conceptual or mediated forms of cognition. Central to this
investigation is the distinction between two modalities of nafs al-amr: the self-referential nafs
al-amr nafsi and the relational nafs al-amr rabti. The nafs al-amr nafsi denotes the immediate
existential core of the self, which is present to itself without mediation. It constitutes the
ontological foundation of all knowledge, reflecting the self’s direct awareness of its being. In
contrast, the nafs al-amr rabti represents the relational and rational structure through which
presential knowledge is articulated and linked to intelligible reality. This duality enables the
self to maintain existential immediacy while grounding truth claims and systematic
intelligibility. Methodologically, the study employs a comparative-analytic approach,
examining Abadi’s primary texts and situating his thought in dialogue with Kant, Fichte, and
Heidegger. The analysis highlights both convergences—such as the centrality of self-
awareness—and divergences, particularly Abadi’s emphasis on existential immediacy rather
than merely conceptual or performative self-posits.

Findings indicate that presential knowledge, grounded in nafs al-amr nafsi, provides an
ontological certainty, while the relational nafs al-amr rabti ensures epistemic accountability.
This framework reconciles immediacy with intelligibility, bridging classical Islamic
epistemology with modern phenomenological and idealist concerns.

In conclusion, Abadi Shahrudi offers a nuanced model of self-awareness in which existential
immediacy and rational articulation coexist. By distinguishing between the self-referential and
relational modalities of nafs al-amr, his philosophy demonstrates how presential knowledge
can serve as both the foundation of being and a guarantor of truth, contributing to broader
discourses on consciousness, knowledge, and metaphysics.

Keywords: Ali Abedi Shahroudi, Islamic Epistemology, Knowledge by Presence, Mulla
Sadra, Scholastic Philosophy

Extended Abstract:

This study examines Abadi Shahrudi’s conception of presential knowledge (‘ilm hudari) and
its ontological and epistemological implications within Islamic philosophy, situating it in
dialogue with certain currents of modern European thought, particularly Kant, Fichte, and
Heidegger. Presential knowledge, for Abadi, is the immediate and non-representational
awareness that the self possesses of its own being. Unlike mediated or conceptual cognition,
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which relies on forms, images, or abstract representations, presential knowledge involves a
direct existential contact between the knower and the known. Central to this study is the
clarification of Abadi’s nuanced distinction between two modalities of nafs al-amr: the nafs
al-amr nafsi (self-referential) and the nafs al-amr rabti (relational).

The primary goal of this research is to analyze how Abadi conceptualizes self-awareness and
presential knowledge, to explicate the distinction between the two kinds of nafs al-amr, and to
evaluate the metaphysical and epistemological consequences of this distinction. The nafs al-
amr rabti refers to the rational, relational structure through which the self’s awareness is
articulated and corresponds to intelligible order, enabling truth claims about both self and
external reality. This distinction allows Abadi to reconcile the immediacy of self-knowledge
with the need for systematic intelligibility.

The research employs a comparative-analytic approach. Primary sources of Abadi’s writings
are closely examined, with attention to terminological precision and metaphysical context. The
study situates Abadi’s thought in relation to Kantian, Fichtean, and Heideggerian frameworks,
highlighting both convergences and divergences. By mapping structural similarities—such as
the grounding of knowledge in self-awareness—the analysis elucidates how Abadi preserves
an Islamic philosophical framework while engaging with the broader discourse on subjectivity,
presence, and truth.

Presential Knowledge and the Self:

Abadi asserts that presential knowledge is fundamentally different from representational or
conceptual knowledge. Whereas the latter depends on images or abstract forms, presential
knowledge is ontologically immediate: the self knows itself in its being, and this knowledge is
coextensive with existence. The distinction between self and 1 is crucial. The self (dhat) is the
ontological reality, self-present and immediate; the “I” (ana) emerges only when the self is
thematized or conceptualized. This allows Abadi to distinguish the ontological core of self-
awareness from reflective or discursive consciousness, paralleling phenomenology’s
distinction between pre-reflective and reflective self-consciousness.

Nafs al-Amr Nafsi and Nafs al-Amr Rabti:

The self-referential nafs al-amr nafsi corresponds to presential, immediate self-awareness, the
reality that is present to itself without conceptual mediation. It is existentially necessary and
constitutes the foundation of all knowledge. The relational nafs al-amr rabti represents the
rational and structural order that mediates awareness and allows the self to relate its presential
knowledge to intelligible realities beyond itself. In Abadi’s framework, truth arises when
conceptual or discursive forms, derived from the relational nafs al-amr, correspond to the
ontological self and the intelligible order. This duality resolves the tension between immediacy
and intelligibility, grounding epistemic validity without sacrificing existential immediacy.
Comparison with Modern European Philosophy:

Abadi’s position shares structural affinities with Kantian and post-Kantian thought. Like Kant,
he emphasizes the role of the self as the condition of possibility for knowledge. Unlike Kant,
however, Abadi claims the self can achieve direct contact with reality, not merely through the
lens of a priori categories.

In relation to Fichte, Abadi’s self resembles the self-positing I, yet differs in being existential
rather than performative: the self exists in and through itself, rather than positing itself as an
act. Heidegger’s phenomenology also resonates with Abadi’s thought, particularly in its
insistence that being is disclosed within the horizon of self-presence. Abadi integrates these
insights within an Islamic philosophical framework, showing how presential knowledge can
function as both ontological foundation and epistemic guarantor.

Truth and Rational Order:

Truth in Abadi’s system emerges from the relational nafs al-amr rabti, the intelligible structure
through which presential awareness articulates itself. Conceptual knowledge, while derivative,
can be true insofar as it corresponds to this rational order. This approach bridges the immediacy



of self-awareness with the normative requirements of knowledge, allowing for both
ontological certainty and epistemic accountability.

Abadi Shahrudi’s epistemology represents a sophisticated synthesis of Islamic metaphysical
heritage and phenomenological insight. By distinguishing between nafs al-amr nafsi and nafs
al-amr rabti, he articulates a model in which presential self-awareness grounds all knowledge
while remaining connected to rational and relational intelligibility. This dual structure allows
him to affirm the immediacy of self-knowledge without collapsing into mere subjectivity or
losing the capacity for truth-claims.

Despite its originality, Abadi’s framework exhibits inherent tensions. Grounding all
knowledge in the self’s immediate presence risks confining epistemic access within
subjectivity. Yet by deploying the dual structure of nafs al-amr, Abadi reconciles this
limitation, enabling the self to engage with both its own existential reality and the broader
rational order.

Ultimately, Abadi’s philosophy contributes to a global discourse on selfhood, presence, and
knowledge, demonstrating that the immediacy of existential awareness can coexist with
rational articulation. His theory provides a bridge between classical Islamic epistemology, with
its distinction between knowledge by presence and knowledge by representation, and modern
phenomenological and idealist concerns regarding the foundations of knowledge and the self’s
role in disclosing reality.
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Extended Abstract

The present research offers an in-depth analysis of the introduction and
development of Analytical Philosophy (AP) in Iran, employing the
critical framework of postcolonial studies. This process is
fundamentally viewed not as a simple, neutral transfer of scholarly
knowledge, but as a defining dialectical confrontation between the
robust native intellectual traditions of Iran and the overwhelming
influence of Western intellectual hegemony. This encounter stands as
one of the most significant and complex epistemological events in
contemporary Iranian thought. The establishment of AP in a non-
Western nation, one with a profound and long-standing heritage of
Hikma (Wisdom) and Islamic mysticism, necessitates an examination
that transcends mere descriptive accounts, focusing instead on the
underlying mechanisms of cultural power, institutional restructuring,
and intellectual absorption.

The central argument of this paper posits that the eventual dominance of
AP in Iranian academic circles stems from the convergence of two
distinct, yet mutually reinforcing, forces. The first comprises internal
enabling factors rooted deeply within the Persian-Islamic scholarly
lineage. Specifically, the strong tradition of formal logic, as central to the
Mashsha'i (Peripatetic) school and the systematic methodologies of
Kalam (Theology), effectively created a receptive domestic
environment. This inherent valuing of formalism and precise

argumentation meant that the methodological rigor championed by AP



instantly appealing. The second force involves external hegemonic
mechanisms that accelerated the process of acceptance and
institutionalization. These mechanisms include the strategic, targeted
translation of foundational texts, the influential role played by Iranian
philosophers educated and assimilated into Western institutions, and the
concerted effort to institutionalize AP through the establishment of
modern, dedicated academic centers. The paper demonstrates how these
external forces positioned AP as the universal standard for "scientific”
philosophy, thereby initiating a process that risked an epistemological
rupture from the native tradition.

In this context, the adoption of AP is intrinsically linked to the broader,
tumultuous backdrop of Iran’s modern history, marked by an acute
intellectual identity crisis driven by decades of top-down, authoritarian
modernization projects. This crisis led to an intellectual vacuum, where
the perceived "backwardness” of traditional metaphysics compared to the
West created a fervent internal demand for a precise, objective, and
globally validated “scientific’ philosophical model. AP, with its promise
of logical clarity and conceptual exactitude, presented itself as the
perfect methodological cure for this perceived deficiency.

From a postcolonial perspective, the expansion of AP in Iran is seen as a
form of intellectual colonization that potentially leads to the colonization
of the mind. Applying concepts developed by key postcolonial theorists,
the study interprets the process as one where knowledge functions as a

strategic instrument of power, subtly constructing the "Other's"
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intellectual identity and marginalizing indigenous forms of thought as
historically relevant but currently obsolete. This dynamic established a
hierarchy where Iranian scholars felt compelled to adopt the foreign
analytic standard to attain global validation. The most severe
consequence of this process is the potential for epistemological rupture,
where new generations of academics, having internalized the criteria of
analytic precision, find the rich language and concepts of their native
heritage increasingly "ambiguous” or "unscientific.” This risks reducing
the output of Iranian scholarship to mere reproduction and commentary
on Western analytic issues, thus perpetuating a cycle of intellectual
dependency.

Nevertheless, the internal structure of Iranian intellectual history
provided a unique resistance capability. The deep-seated commitment
to formal logic, exemplified by the centrality of Mantiq (Logic) as the
“criterion” for correct thought since Avicenna, meant that AP's focus on
formalism was not seen as an intrusion, but as a methodological
renovation. This historical readiness facilitated an instrumental view of
AP, where it was primarily understood as a toolkit for methodological
modernization rather than a complete replacement for the native
metaphysical worldview. This instrumental perception enabled Iranian
scholars to selectively adopt AP’s methods to clarify, defend, and
structurally enhance traditional debates within Kalam and Islamic
philosophy. A compelling instance of this is the application of advanced

tools from analytical philosophy, such as modal logic and formal



epistemology, to systematically analyze and rigorously define complex
traditional concepts in Usul al-Figh (Principles of Jurisprudence). This
approach exemplifies how AP’s instruments are utilized to serve the
native intellectual agenda, leading to the emergence of a new native-
analytical thought tradition.

The institutional success of AP was heavily reliant on specific
mechanisms. First, the translation of seminal analytic texts was highly
strategic, effectively standardizing the philosophical lexicon and
reinforcing the Anglo-Saxon methodological dichotomy over the
marginalized continental and traditional approaches. Second, the
returning scholars, educated in prestigious Western departments, served
as powerful agents of transmission. They brought back not only ideas but
entire institutional research and pedagogical models, rapidly integrating
AP into the core curriculum of major Iranian universities. Finally, the
establishment of highly specialized and influential research centers,
most notably the Institute for Research in Fundamental Sciences (IPM),
cemented AP's institutional hold. These centers demonstrated a dual
commitment: they fostered cutting-edge research in modern fields like
Philosophy of Mind and Cognitive Science (proving full integration into
the analytic research model) while simultaneously championing the
instrumental application of advanced logic to traditional Islamic
philosophy and theology.

In conclusion, the trajectory of Analytical Philosophy in Iran is a

dynamic story of appropriation and integration rather than outright
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intellectual surrender. While the process was undeniably shaped by the
global forces of intellectual hegemony-a point underscored by
postcolonial critique-the native Iranian philosophical tradition proved
resilient and strategically capable. By viewing AP primarily as a
powerful methodological instrument divorced from its original Western
metaphysical baggage, Iranian academics were able to move beyond the
limitations of mere imitation. Despite the vocal critiques from
traditionalist scholars who warned against AP’s perceived secularizing
and anti-metaphysical tendencies, the school successfully achieved both
deep institutionalization and a functional, instrumental localization. It
has transformed into a vital and influential intellectual force in
contemporary Iran, contributing both to modern philosophical discourse
and the rigorous, systemic restructuring of its own ancient philosophical

heritage.
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Explaining Emergence and Panpsychism in Light of a Sadraian
Reading
Ahmad Ebadi'
Faezeh Nategh®

Abstract

The issue of panpsychism and the idea that all beings possess varying
degrees of consciousness and will has long been a subject of discussion
within the Iranian-Islamic philosophical tradition. Mulla Sadra offered
one of the most explicit and coherent interpretations of this notion,
grounding it in classical metaphysical principles. While Sadra’s
approach is rooted in traditional ontology, the concept has acquired new
dimensions in light of modern theories. In contemporary philosophy,
particularly within the framework of emergentism, this topic has been
further developed and enriched.

This study seeks to reinterpret Sadra’s panpsychism through an
emergentist lens. Panpsychism holds that all natural entities-including
objects, plants, and elements of nature-possess some degree of mentality
or awareness, and that mind cannot be regarded as an exclusively human
attribute. From an emergentist standpoint, consciousness is viewed as
both a fundamental and gradual phenomenon: subtle in simpler forms of

existence and more complex and manifest in higher levels. Accordingly,

1. Associate Professor Of Philosophy, University Of Isfahan, ebadiabc@gmail.com;
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2. Master’s Degree in Logic of Religious Understanding, University of Isfahan,
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consciousness is not independent of matter but constitutes one of its
intrinsic dimensions.

By integrating Sadra’s panpsychism with emergentist philosophy, this
paper proposes a unified framework for explaining consciousness. In
this view, consciousness is both a fundamental and evolving property of
being. A comparative analysis of emergentist principles and the key
doctrines of hikmat al-muta ‘aliyah-especially the gradation (tashk1k)
and primacy (aSalat) of existence-reveals a shared emphasis on the
continuity of being and the dynamism of awareness. This convergence
enables a non-reductionist interpretation of mind and establishes a
conceptual bridge between Islamic philosophy and contemporary
philosophy of mind.

Keywords: consciousness, micro-phenomena, macro-phenomena,
panpsychism, emergentism, Transcendent Philosophy, primacy of

existence.
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ABSTRACT

The issue of "alienation™ (or other-self conception), which originated
in the works of 19 century European thinkers, was often presented as a
product of faith in God and acceptance of His sovereignty-largely
based on materialistic beliefs, wishful thinking, or psychological and
sociological analyses rather than philosophical proof. However, upon
entering the domain of contemporary Iranian philosophical thought, it
was given a completely contradictory interpretation: as a consequence
of unbelief and man's distance from God. What is the source of this
fundamental difference in perspective? And how can the view of
Iranian Muslim thinkers be ontologically explained? This study
addresses these questions using a descriptive-analytical method based
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on library and documentary research. Key findings include: refuting
the reductionist approach of Western atheist thinkers; proving the
transcendent (non-material) dimension of the world and man;
establishing the existence and infinitude of God; and demonstrating
His Sustaining Encompassment (lhatah-ye Qayytumi) within the
framework of the Absolute Personal Unity of Being (Wahdat-e
Shakhsi-ye Itlagi-ye Wujid). This ultimate unity causes the separate
identities of things to fade relative to God, affirming that He constitutes
their transcendent self at the underlying core of their being

Keywords: Ontological Analysis, Alienation, God, Materialism,
Theophany (Tajalli)

Introduction

The term "alienation” (which I refer to as "other-self conception” and
"loss of the self"), with its Latin roots meaning relinquishment or
elimination, has moved from the domain of law into fields such as
philosophy, sociology, and psychology. While Western atheist
thinkers, particularly after the Renaissance (especially in the 19
century), considered faith in God and religion to be the source of
human alienation, in contemporary Iranian philosophical thought, the
neglect of God (the sustaining cause of existence) is regarded as the
primary factor in losing the true self. The aim of this research is to
provide an existential (ontological) explanation for the Islamic
perspective, which equates finding God with finding the self.

God and Religion in the View of Western Atheist Thinkers

Modern Western thinkers, including Feuerbach, Marx, Nietzsche, and
Freud, denied the existence of God as a transcendent, supernatural
reality. In this view, God is merely a projected illusion (Feuerbach) or
a product of wishful thinking and a tool used by the ruling class for the
opium of the masses (Marx). Nietzsche and Sartre considered God to
be an obstacle to human freedom and creativity. The consensus of these
views is that belief in a heavenly God leads to a lack of focus on the
earthly human and his potentials, resulting in alienation.



The Foundation of Matter on the Transcendent

Contrary to the materialistic perspective of atheist thinkers, modern
science (Quantum Physics) acknowledges the foundation of the
material world on a non-material reality. Subatomic fundamental
particles (quarks) are based on non-material fundamental forces that
manifest in the form of a field. Particles are merely the temporary
appearance and manifestation of quantum field fluctuations and minor
ripples on the vast Ocean of Energy, which is an eternal, creative
source existing beyond space-time. This indicates that the foundation
of the cosmos is non-material, and material manifestations are simply
the emanations of this underlying force.

The Two Dimensions of Man Harmonious with the Two Dimensions of
the World

Like the cosmos, man possesses a non-material dimension (the soul) in
addition to the body. Quasi-empirical evidence, such as Near-Death
Experiences (NDEs), where individuals under anesthesia or in a coma
are able to observe distant events or instantly review all past memories
without the aid of the five senses, confirms the existence of this subtle
dimension. Furthermore, parapsychological acts like telepathy,
precognition, and psychokinesis, which have no physical origin in the
body, demonstrate the soul's ability to transcend the limits of space and
time. By proving the subtle dimension of man, the existence of God as
a non-material entity is not impossible.

Proof of God's Existence

Our existence is neither uncaused nor self-caused; therefore, we must
have derived our being from an external cause. Since an infinite regress
and circularity of causes is logically impossible, the unstable and
dependent chain of causes must ultimately lead to a self-subsistent
Cause at the head—which is God. As the Cause of Causes, God is the
Most Perfect, Simple (Basit), Absolute Rich (Ghani Mutlaq), and
Unlimited (referred to as Samad in the Qur’an). If God were imperfect
or limited, He would be an effect of another cause, which contradicts
His being the Cause of Causes. Moreover, as levels of existence
become purer, their material mass decreases and their perfection
increases, culminating in absolute perfection (God).
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The Transformation of the Meaning of Divine Causality into Theophany
(Tajalli)

Due to God's unlimited nature, He encompasses the entire text of
existence, leaving no independent being alongside or in the extension
of His being (Absolute Personal Unity of Being). In this station,
conventional causality (the relationship between two distinct entities)
transforms into Theophany. Accordingly, the effect is not an
independent entity, but merely the illumination, manifestation, mode,
or light of the Cause. God, with His infinite perfection, encompasses
all things and has a Sustaining (Qayytmi) Encompassment over them.
However, due to the limitations of things, He does not fit into the
narrow frame of any one of them.

God, the Fundamental Self of the World and Man

Based on Theophany, the world and man are manifestations of the
Divine Names. As Imam Ali (peace be upon him) states, the distinction
between God and creation is merely a distinction of attribute, not one
of complete separation or isolation. This means God's existence
permeates and is present within the essence of human existence; to the
extent that "God intervenes between a man and his heart" (Qur’an, Al-
Anfal: 24). Therefore, man's faith in God (the infinite source of
perfections) is attention to his own higher self, not attention to another;
because the perfections of man (finite) and God (infinite) are of the
same kind. Consequently, focusing on God cannot lead to alienation.

Conclusion

In the dominant Iranian philosophical thought, rooted in the
Transcendent Theosophy (Hikmat-e Muta‘aliyah), the belief in the
subtle dimension of the world and man, and the actual existence of God
as the source of manifestation and the Fundamental Self of the Cosmos
(Durr-e Yatim, the unique pearl), leads to the conclusion that denial of
God's existence and distance from Him is the main cause of alienation
and eternal loss. By having faith in and obeying God, man elevates his
spiritual dimension and achieves perfection, rather than reducing
himself, like the atheists, to the isolated material body and a sterile
shell.
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An Epistemological Crisis in Iranian Public Law: A Genealogical

Analysis of the Duality between TruthDiscovery and Relativism
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Abstract
This research addresses the crisis in Iranian public law, arguing that its
roots lie not in institutional weakness or the tradition-modernity conflict,

but in a profound epistemological duality. This schism exists between
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two conflicting approaches to the nature of law: first,
the Realist approach, which views right and justice as objective,
discoverable realities(through reason or revelation) and defines
legislation as the alignment of norms with a pre-existing truth; and
second, the Constructivist approach, which regards law as a human
construct based on social contract, political will, or expediency.
Employing a critical-analytical method with a genealogical approach,
this article demonstrates that while Iran's legal system is theoretically
committed to the Realist paradigm(discovering divine edicts), in
practice, particularly when confronting the challenges of modern
governance, it relies on constructivist logic(pragmatism). This conflict
is institutionalized in the opposing functions of bodies such as the
Guardian Council and the Expediency Discernment Council. The study
concludes that many of Iran's legitimacy crises and legal deadlocks are a
reflection of this very duality, and a sustainable solution lies not in minor
reforms, but in a conscious choice of and commitment to a coherent
epistemological foundation an essential prerequisite for establishing a
stable, responsive, and rational legal system.

Keywords: Legal Epistemology, Realism, Constructivism,
Epistemological ~Duality, Foundational Crisis, Public Law,

Contemporary Iran.
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Extended Summary

The primary focus of this article is to move beyond conventional
analyses of Iranian public law, which often frame its challenges within
the binary of "tradition versus modernity’ or as a result of internal
ruptures in the chain of jurisprudential thought. Instead, this research
posits that the foundational crisis stems from a deep and institutionalized
epistemological duality. The core argument is that Iran's legal system
operates under a schizophrenic condition, simultaneously adhering to
two contradictory paradigms for understanding and generating law: a
"Realist Epistemology” and a "Constructivist Epistemology."

The Realist Epistemology, which forms the official and de jure
foundation of the Islamic Republic's legal system, is rooted in traditions
of natural law, divine philosophy, and classical Islamic jurisprudence
(figh). This paradigm is built on three core tenets: (1) a realist ontology,
which posits that concepts like right' and ‘justice” are objective,
preexisting truths independent of human will; (2) a discoverybased
epistemology, where the function of human reason and religious
scholarship (ijtihad) is to discover these truths, not create them; and (3)
a perfectionist teleology, which views law as a tool for guiding society
towards an ultimate, transcendent good. The Iranian Constitution,
particularly Article 4, explicitly anchors the legal system in this
paradigm by mandating that all laws must conform to "Islamic criteria,”

a task entrusted to the jurists of the Guardian Council.



In stark contrast, the Constructivist Epistemology, often
manifested in practice as pragmatism or expediency, views law as a
human construct. Its core tenets are: (1) a constructivist ontology, where
‘right” is not discovered but created through social, political, and
discursive processes; (2) a creationbased epistemology, where
lawmaking is an act of producing norms through negotiation, power
balancing, and persuasion; and (3) a pragmatist teleology, which aims
for practical outcomes such as stability, security, and conflict resolution.
This paradigm is evident in the functioning of modern state institutions
like the parliament and, most significantly, the Expediency Discernment
Council.

The article employs a genealogical method to trace the historical
roots of this duality. It argues that the crisis is not a modern phenomenon
but is deeply embedded in the intellectual history of Shi'i thought. The
AkhbariUsuli conflict, for instance, represented a profound
epistemological schism over the sources of legal knowledge and the role
of human reason. While the Usuli school's victory reinstated reason, it
was largely an instrumental reason confined within jurisprudence,
failing to fully revive the foundational links to philosophy and theology
(kalam). This historical weakening of the ‘epistemic chain” left
traditional jurisprudence illequipped to handle the macrolevel
challenges of a modern state. The Constitutional Revolution
(19061911) was a pivotal moment when this latent duality became

institutionalized. The constitution was a mechanical compromise
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between the constructivist logic of popular sovereignty and the realist
logic of divine law, creating a structural tension that persists to this day.

The article then analyzes the institutional manifestation of this
crisis in the Islamic Republic. The Guardian Council is presented as the
primary guardian of the realist paradigm. However, its methodology is
critiqued as a form of "legal formalism.” By focusing on a microscopic,
rulebyrule comparison of legislation with traditional jurisprudential
texts, it often fails to engage with the law's overall purpose or societal
consequences (magqasid alshari ah). This atomistic approach, as
described by scholars like Wael Hallag, renders the Council's
truthdiscovery mission ineffective in the context of complex modern
policymaking. Its role in vetting candidates for elections further
exemplifies the crisis, where vague, faithbased criteria are applied to a
modern political process, often devolving into a constructivist exercise
of political power rather than a realist application of objective standards.

The Expediency Discernment Council, on the other hand, is the
quintessential institution of the constructivist paradigm. Created to
resolve deadlocks between the parliament and the Guardian Council, its
function is inherently pragmatic: to prioritize the ‘interest’ or
‘expediency” (maslahat) of the system over formal adherence to
jurisprudential rules. While this provides necessary flexibility, its
decisionmaking process lacks a transparent, accountable methodology.

"Expediency” often becomes a black box, a tool for political judgment
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that further entrenches the epistemological duality rather than resolving
it.

As a path forward, the article critically examines the discourse
of Magqgasid alShari ah (the higher objectives of Islamic law) as a
potential solution to revitalize the realist paradigm. By shifting the focus
from literal rules to overarching goals—such as justice, human dignity,
and public welfare—this approach could provide the necessary
dynamism and rational coherence. However, the article warns against
the instrumentalization of Magqasid, where it could be coopted as another
tool for political justification within the constructivist paradigm. A
genuine revival requires a systematic, transparent, and interdisciplinary
methodology for identifying and applying these objectives, reconnecting
jurisprudence to its forgotten philosophical and theological foundations.

In conclusion, the research asserts that sustainable reform of
Iranian public law is contingent upon resolving this core epistemological
schizophrenia. The current system, oscillating between an ossified
version of realism and an unaccountable form of constructivism, suffers
from a permanent legitimacy and efficiency crisis. The article argues for
a conscious and coherent choice: either to systematically reconstruct the
realist paradigm through a robust, Magasidbased methodology, or to
formalize the constructivist paradigm through transparent, democratic,
and accountable processes. Without such a foundational clarification,

Iran’s public law will remain trapped in a state of perpetual crisis.
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Abstract:

Among the important philosophical movements in contemporary Iran
are comparative philosophy and intercultural philosophy, which, while
having points of connection, also have challenges, and sometimes
intercultural attitude claims to be an alternative to comparative
philosophy. The issue is to compare these trends and evaluate their
challenges.The method of this research, while creating a dialogue
between them, provides a brief description in the initial processing and
presents the perspectives proposed in the relationship between them,
including inclusion, opposition, and correlation, in order to reach a final
evaluation in the secondary processing and analysis.Findings: the non-
identity of the two currents in the perspective of opposition, including
defects such as Western origin, ambiguity of nature and method and self-
centeredness from the intercultural perspective towards comparative
philosophy, and on the contrary, defects such as Eurocentrism under the
German tradition, non-philosophy,and relativism have been pointed at

intercultural philosophy.But this perspective ignores the points of
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connection between the two streams, and the problems raised sometimes
have a lack of evidence or are double-edged.Therefore, the perspectives
of inclusion and correlation are more helpful in explaining their
emergence, continuity, and exchange.The next step is to compare the two
currents with the cultural situation of contemporary Iran, so that,while
being self-aware and positioning themselves, they can show the path of
appropriate cultural policy in line with Iran's crossroads geography and
cultural betweenness.

Keywords: Philosophy, comparison, comparative philosophy,
Intercultural philosophy, challenges of comparative and Intercultural

philosophy, contemporary Iran

Extended abstract:

Introduction

A look at philosophy in contemporary Iran reveals important trends in
comparative and intercultural philosophy, and paying attention to them
reflects an important part of the state of contemporary Iranian
philosophy and its lived experience since the Qajar erato the present.
Comparative philosophy in contemporary Iran, although it has emerged
as a new phenomenon under the French tradition with figures such as
Gobineau and Corbin, can be traced back to early and late Islamic
philosophers. Contemporary figures such as Allameh Tabatabaei and
Dr. Mahdi Haeri have also paid serious attention to comparative

philosophy.



The father of intercultural philosophy is sometimes considered to
be the Indian Ram Adhar Mall, who founded the first association, or
Betancourt or even Professor Abdul Javad Falatowri . In addition, the
connection with individuals such as Morteza Ghasempour and Hamid
Reza Yousefi at the beginning of its emergence in Germany and the
connection and interest of Iranian scholars in this movement led to the
establishment of the Intercultural Philosophy Association in Iran. Also,
by rereading thinkers such as Allameh Tabatabaei, Dr. Abdul Javad
Falaturi, and Dariush Shaygan, this stream tried to maintain its
connection to the Iranian cultural body, although it saw problems and
obstacles in his path in Iranian and Islamic culture.

The issue of this research is to examine the relationship between
these two philosophical trends in contemporary Iran and the challenges
between them in criticizing each other and claiming to replace
intercultural philosophy with comparative philosophy, which has been
formed in academic meetings and discourses and in some cases has also
shown itself in written scientific works. In this regard, the need to
evaluate and judge between the claims made by the parties in favor of
these trends and the situation and needs assessment of Iran's current
cultural and social conditions in order to become aware of a comparative
and intercultural approach is among the necessities of this research.
Research Method:

The method of this research, in the first step, deals with the initial

processing of describing the perspectives of the parties and presenting
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the perspectives raised in the relationship between the two comparative
and intercultural streams. In the secondary processing, the explanation
and analysis of those relations, arguments and criticisms of the parties
are considered so that in the light of the dialogue between them, the
relation between them becomes clearer. In the second step, the relation
of the two currents with the current and contemporary culture of Iran is

examined.

Conclusion:

After the initial processing in describing the two streams of comparative
philosophy and intercultural philosophy, focusing on the non-identity
between them, it was determined that three perspectives of inclusion,
opposition, and correlation have been proposed by the thinkers of both
sides. In the opposition perspective, problems such as Western origin,
ambiguity of nature and method, and self-centeredness have been
introduced into comparative philosophy by the intercultural perspective.
In contrast, comparative philosophy has pointed out to intercultural
philosophy problems such as Eurocentrism under the German tradition,
non-philosophy, and relativism. The problems of both sides in the
perspective of confrontation were analyzed. The distinction of concerns
and goals in truth-seeking or dialogue and communication, and the lack
of intercultural philosophy, are among the points that cast doubt on the
claim of replacing intercultural philosophy with comparative

philosophy. Therefore, by moving beyond the perspective of equality



between the two currents in homogeneity and contrast in the perspective
of opposition, with the help of the perspective of inclusion and
interdependence, their distinction and connection are explained in such
a way that comparative philosophy was prior in terms of emergence and,
in the continuation of the encounter with the paradigm of culture and
cultural diversity in the contemporary world, it has led to intercultural
philosophy. In the continuation of their continuity, despite their
differences, they are interconnected and have the possibility of
coexisting with each other, because they have similarities in their
consideration of the principle of dialogue, culture, or the models of
Ourseli's analogy and the analogical hermeneutics.

Therefore, some followers of comparativeism have sought to
consider interculturalism as a moral or cultural dimension for
comparative philosophy, and some followers of interculturalism have
also maintained comparison under or alongside the intercultural
perspective.

Their relationship with Iran, Iranianness, and Islamic culture can
also be examined from both the host culture's possibility of acceptance
and emergence and the interest of these movements in linking
themselves to Iranian culture. In fact, Iran's status as a crossroads
between East and West throughout its history and the characteristic of its
cultural betweenness are compatible with a comparative and
intercultural approach. Both currents have found themselves in the

history of Iranian culture with their components, and have paid attention



YUV /g Rakes dials o slglls 5 ouad )

to the dynamics of the past philosophical tradition and have tried to
pathologize the obstacles to seeing philosophical diversity and self-
centeredness. But to transform these movements into cultural politics in
the current and contemporary situation, they must be able to stand
between absolutism and radical relativism and actively preserve both

unity and plurality.
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2. philosophical temperament.
3. research program.
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ABSTRACT

This paper explores a paradoxical naturalism within the thought of Mirza
al-Isfahani (d. 1325 AH/ 1946), founder of the Tafkik theological
school. The study defines naturalism not as the claim that all reality is
natural, but as an approach seeking to explain phenomena
naturalistically, a method Isfahani employs in his natural philosophy.
This paper argues that, for Isfahani, all concrete essences are natural and
composed of a single substance, with the only non-material realities
being God and His divine act, which he calls "al-nur" (the light). The
distinctiveness of his system lies in its methodology: he substantiates
these naturalistic claims by relying on Shi'i texts and traditions rather
than philosophical reasoning. Through a descriptive-analytical
approach, this study investigates his framework of “scripturaral natural
philosophy”. The findings reveal that this hadith-based naturalism is a
rare phenomenon that warrants further study and challenges the
prevailing perception of the Tafkik school.

Keywords : naturalism, scripturaral naturalism, tafkik school, Mirza

Mahdi Isfahani



Extended Abstract

This paper uncovers and analyzes a paradoxical form of naturalism
embedded within the thought of Mirza Mahdi al-Isfahani (d. 1325 AH/
1946), the founder of the Tafkik school of theology. The Tafkik school
is renowned for its radical opposition to philosophy and mysticism,
advocating for a strict separation of divine knowledge, derived
exclusively from scripture, from human-derived knowledge. Within
such a fiercely anti-rationalist and scripturalist framework, the very
notion of "naturalism’-a position often associated with modern scientific
and philosophical rationalism-appears to be a fundamental
contradiction. This study, however, argues that this apparent paradox
can be resolved by adopting a more nuanced understanding of naturalism
and by delving into the idiosyncratic lexicon of al-Isfahani himself.
Methodologically, this paper distinguishes between two forms of
naturalism. It sets aside the strong ontological version, which posits that
all of reality is natural, in favor of a more flexible, explanatory definition:
naturalism as a research program dedicated to providing a maximalist
naturalistic explanation for existing phenomena. It is this second, more
accommodating definition that allows us to identify a consistent, albeit
unconventional, naturalistic trend in al-Isfahani's thought. The core of
this paper’s argument is that al-Isfahani constructs a comprehensive
worldview wherein all created realities, or 'creatures” (maf'ul), are
fundamentally natural, originating from a single, primordial substance

The only exceptions to this all-encompassing natural realm are God and
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His divine act (fi'l), which al-Isfahani terms al-nur (the light). The
primary challenge to this interpretation arises from a significant
exegetical conflict among al-Isfahani’s commentators regarding the
structure of the created world. While there is consensus on the three-
tiered system of God (Creator), Act, and Creature, a major disagreement
emerges in interpreting the third category. One reading posits that the
divine act is entirely distinct from creation, rendering all creatures a
single, unified class. A competing and more challenging reading,
however, posits that nUr is itself the first and highest creature, thereby
bifurcating the created realm into ‘luminous’ and ‘“darks’
(zZulumanlyyat) entities, with some texts suggesting the existence of
‘non-material darknesses.” This second reading directly threatens any
naturalistic thesis.

This paper resolves this conflict by demonstrating that the key lies in al-
Isfahani's unique redefinition of the terms "natural’ (tab1'1) and "material’
(madd1). For him, these terms do not carry their conventional
philosophical meaning. Instead, "natural” refers to anything that
originates from the single, primordial substance he calls "'ma’ " (lit.
water). Consequently, the seemingly contradictory phrase "non-material
darknesses” does not refer to immaterial entities in the philosophical
sense of being devoid of substance, but rather to entities composed of a
more subtle, non-sensible grade of that same primordial ma'.

By establishing this conceptual framework, the paper demonstrates that

al-Isfahani’s system, which we term “scripturaral natural philosophy”, is



a coherent, Hadith-based naturalism. This finding fundamentally
challenges the prevailing view of the Tafkik school as a purely negative
and deconstructive movement, revealing instead a constructive and
systematic intellectual project. It thus opens new avenues for
understanding the complex interactions between scripturalist literalism

and naturalistic worldviews in modern Islamic thought.



